
Comfort. 
Hope. Fun.
Equip.
For kids and 
families.

Accomplishments in 2016

•	 The Boards of FOCUS and Fragile Kids 
Foundation hammer out a merger that will 
serve 4,500 families with broader services, 
including equipment, and less overhead.

•	 Your gifts sponsor programs that earn an A+ 
rating from families who say they’re:

  • Fun • Safe 
  • Friendly • Economical
  • Helpful • Educational
  • Encouraging • Professional

•	 You are touching and comforting more parents 
in the ICUs at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
through a new “supper and support” outreach.

•	 Because of you, our generous donors, we 
continue to keep camp and activity fees low 
and awarded 171 additional scholarships in 
2016.

•	 Communicating with FOCUS online will 
become easier through a mobile website, 
thanks to your gifts.  

www.focus-ga.org
3825 Presidential Parkway, Suite 103

Atlanta, GA  30340
770-234-9111

Combined FOCUS + Fragile Kids Mission Statement
FOCUS + Fragile Kids understands and supports the unique 
needs of families with children who are medically fragile or 
have significant developmental or physical disabilities.  We 
offer comfort, hope, and information to parents; accessible 
recreational and social programs for children and teens; 
prescribed medical equipment for medically fragile children 
not covered by insurance or Medicaid; and fun, inclusive 
activities for the entire family.  A non-profit founded by 
parents in 1983, FOCUS continues to embrace and strengthen 
Georgia families.

FOCUS children and families receive 
90 cents in life-changing programs 
for every dollar you give!

2016 Statement of Activities

Revenue   $773,979
Expenses   $710,271

Change in Net Assets  $  63,708
Year End Net Assets  $897,042*

*These reserves lay a solid foundation for the 
Fragile Kids merger and a combined 2017 budget 
of $1.35 million.
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Tashawn’s
Story

When Tashawn came to his parents at age 2 1/2, the biggest thing 

he had going for him was his killer smile. Born at 27 weeks gestation 

and diagnosed with cerebral palsy, he’d been in and out of three 

foster homes and couldn’t sit up or roll over. Within six weeks at 

his new home, his language skills exploded, and he began to sit 

up and commando crawl. A fitted wheelchair on his third birthday 

encouraged more independence and opened his world for full 

exploration.

Today 11-year-old Tashawn pushes his limits without fear. He wants to try 

everything!  He loves bodysurfing the ocean waves at the beach and riding the 

roller coasters at FOCUS Six Flags Day. His favorite FOCUS week is at Camp 

TEAM where he swims, golfs, and competes in relays.  He’s pictured on the 

cover with his favorite counselor, Tori Chimberoff. 

He’s becoming more self-aware and learning what he needs to do to be 

successful, Allison says. He’s decided on his own to return to fifth grade this 

fall to gain a little more maturity before going to middle school. His mom 

believes this decision is a mark of his strong character. In fact, she tells how 

he uses his sensitive heart and powerful voice to stand up for friends with 

challenges who cannot speak.

Tashawn’s younger sister Alissa really looks up to him, Allison says.  Together 

they’ve modeled in the FOCUS Fashion Show and enjoyed the Valentine 

and Halloween events for Fragile Kids.  Alissa was so excited that she was 

old enough to go to FOCUS Camp Hollywood with Ta this summer that she 

skipped her beloved gymnastics classes for the week. 

Allison sees big things, including college, in Tashawn’s future. Ta himself wants 

to be an actor, and his mom admits that acting might fit a young man whose 

personality and smile are bigger than life. “We tell him he can do anything! He 

may need adaptations, but we’ll figure it out.”

When Allison told Tashawn that FOCUS was going to feature him in this annual 

report, he said, “I am a star!”  He is, indeed, a star! Thank you for helping this 

star achieve his dreams.
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“Tashawn is the most inquisitive child,” 
says his mother Allison. “He’s just so smart!”


